
 
 

AUBURN LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL & FASTPITCH 
2021 SEASON GUIDELINES FOR COVID19 

 
All adult volunteers, players, and spectators will be mandated to adhere to the guidelines listed 
below in order to participate as a volunteer or player or attend events as a spectator at any 
Auburn Little League Baseball & Fastpitch activities during the time period that restrictions are in 
place due to COVID19.  Failure to adhere to the guidelines listed below will result in disciplinary 
action by a league official. 
 
At all times the recommendations for youth sports as published by the CDC, State of 
Washington Governor's Economic Reopening Task Force, and Little League Baseball 
International will be followed by league volunteers, players, and spectators.  All managers, 
coaches, umpires, and league volunteers will be provided with the rules and regulations prior to 
assuming the volunteer role.  At the player’s first team meeting the team manager will conduct a 
safety briefing with all players and reinforce the guidelines at the beginning of each team 
activity. 
 
All board members, coaches, and umpires shall review the Little League Baseball International 
best practices season resumption guide on the Little League Baseball International website 
[Little League International Return to Play Link] as well as the Governor’s Economic Reopening 
Task Force page link [Governor WA Phase 2 & 3 Reopening Task Force Link] to read and 
adhere to at all times while participating in any Auburn Little League activity.  Important points 
from these documents include: 
 
General Guidelines: 

1. Screening 
a. Team managers shall screen all players for symptoms prior to allowing the player 

entry to the field of play/game site for practice [initial phase] and games [later 
phase]. 

b. The manager will wear a face mask during the screening process and send any 
player exhibiting symptoms home immediately.  Parents of players with 
symptoms prior to arriving at the field shall contact the manager to inform them 
that the player will miss practice/game. 

c. The parent/person bringing the player to the field may not leave until the player 
has been screened and deemed without current symptoms and allowed to enter 
the field. 



d. Screener questions will be provided on a laminated card for each manager to be 
kept with the team notebook. [COVID19 Screening Questions Link] 

e. If a touchless thermometer is not available managers will notify parents prior to 
arrival at the field to perform a home temperature check and text the temperature 
to the manager prior to leaving for the field.  Any player with a temperature 
at/exceeding 100.4°f will not be permitted to attend practice/game.  The manager 
will keep a record of temperatures for each player for review by the league safety 
officer or other designated league official. 
 

2. Hand Hygiene will be promoted at all times 
a. Each manager will be issued alcohol-based hand sanitizers for inclusion in the 

team equipment.  Additional supplies of sanitizer will be available by contacting 
the safety officer or other board member. 

b. Hand hygiene is required following screening upon arrival at the field, before/after 
snacks, before/after using the restroom, before/after touching the face or face 
covering.  Also will be required when entering and exiting the dugouts during 
practice/games. 

c. All players will be encouraged to keep an alcohol-based personal use size hand 
sanitizer as part of their equipment. 
 

3. Sanitizing/Disinfecting High Touch Surfaces 
a. Before the start of and at the conclusion of every practice the team manager or 

team parent rep will disinfect all equipment that was utilized during the 
practice/game. 

b. Spitting, chewing seeds, licking fingers, and gum are prohibited at all times. 
c. All persons must either cough/sneeze into the crook of the elbow or into a 

disposable tissue.  The tissue is to be placed in the trash bag immediately after 
use and hand sanitizer should be applied after that.   

 
4. Social Distancing 

a. All players, coaches, and volunteers arriving to the field shall wear a face 
covering at all times.   

b. Each player shall have a designated spot for storing his/her equipment and 
waiting while on offense that is a minimum of 6’ away from all other players and 
spectators and behind protective fencing.  During practices/games the equipment 
can be kept on the field side of the fence.  1st base side dugout will need to store 
their equipment along the first base fence.  3rd base side dugout will need to 
store their equipment along the third base fence. 

c. When the team is at-bat and a player becomes the on-deck batter he/she shall 
enter the dugout and wait behind the screen until called to the plate to bat.  When 
the team is at-bat, there can only be one coach and one player in the dugout at 
one time.  The remaining players will be outside along their respective fence line 
keeping a 6’ social distance until their turn to bat.   



d. Once a player is retired, he/she shall immediately return to his/her designated 
spot and maintain 6’ social distancing. 

e. At the conclusion of the practice/game players shall sanitize hands, carefully 
pack up equipment, and wait at his/her designated spot until a parent/guardian 
has arrived for pick-up. 

f. Any team conference or meeting must adhere to the 6’ distancing guideline. 
g. No unnecessary contact is to be made between players and coaches including a 

prohibition on handshakes, fist/elbow bumps, back slaps, and high/low fives.  No 
cheering or chanting is permitted.  As a measure of sportsmanship players and 
coaches are encouraged to use hat-tips, clapping, and thumbs-up to show 
support and encouragement to each other.  
 

5. Transportation 
a. Volunteers should not transport players to/from the field if they are not immediate 

family members whenever possible.  If a volunteer needs to transport a non-
family member player all persons in the vehicle shall wear a face covering and 
maintain maximum distance as feasible per vehicle.   

 
 

Practices: 
 

1. Practices shall be scheduled to allow for at least 15 minutes between practice sessions. 
2. Arriving players for practice will need to complete the symptom screening and remain 

stationed 6’ apart until the prior team has left the field. 
3. Leaving players shall exit via the opposite dugout taking all water bottles and equipment 

with them and going promptly to meeting their ride home. 
4. The manager or assigned parent of the team leaving the field shall disinfect high touch 

areas after all equipment has been removed and discard any trash left behind.  
(Example, dugout fence, bat holder, helmet box to store equipment)  

5. The arriving team shall take the dugout opposite of the team that was just practicing and 
take up their assigned positions as directed by their coaches. 

6. All persons attending a practice shall be screened for symptoms and temperature prior 
to participation and the team manager or assigned parent shall maintain a record of 
responses/temperatures [see #1 under general guidelines].  Any persons with symptoms 
shall be prohibited from entering the field.  Should a player or coach develop symptoms 
at practice they are to be removed from the field to the bleachers closest to the dugout, 
have the parent/guardian contacted for immediate pick-up [if a player], and promptly 
return home. 

7. All practices shall be held outdoors and focus on skills and drills designed to maintain 6’ 
distancing between players and coaches.  

8. All players must use their own helmets, gloves, batting gloves, and bats.  Any player 
needing assistance in procuring their own equipment shall inform the manager who shall 
work with the player to obtain any needed items.  Each team shall designate two players 
to serve as team catchers; if the catcher does not have his/her own equipment the 



league will loan the equipment for the season to the catcher.  Players are to label their 
personal equipment and belongings, keep their equipment in their designated area, and 
avoid touching any other player’s gear. 

9. If/when applicable any shared equipment [not baseballs] shall be sanitized by the coach 
after each use.   

10. All baseballs shall be sanitized at the end of each practice, where/when possible.  The 
number of players who come into contact with the baseball shall be limited [in throwing 
drills one baseball is used by the 2 players in the drill] when possible.  At the completion 
of each drill where more than 1 person has touched the ball the player/coach shall 
sanitize his/her hands using hand sanitizer or soap/water (when available) if their hands 
are visibly dirty. 

11. No player or player equipment should enter the dugout for any purpose other than 
serving as the on-deck batter.   

12. Players and coaches must bring and use only their own water/sports drink for hydration 
in practices and games.  All single use bottles must be properly disposed of before 
leaving the field; all reusable bottles must return home with the player.  Any bottles left 
behind will be discarded.   

13. No parents or spectators are permitted to be on the field, along the foul line fences, or in 
the bleachers during practices; they may remain in the parking areas but if they leave 
their vehicle 6’ social distancing must be maintained.  Spectators of any type are 
prohibited from sitting, standing, or watching practice from anywhere other than the 
parking areas or at least 6’ from the practice field or batting cages. 

14. Parents/legal guardians must complete and turn into the team manager the Auburn Little 
League COVID19 participation waiver prior to their child’s participation in any team 
event. 

15. Players must read and sign the COVID19 Code of Conduct indicating that they 
understand and will follow all the rules for play including adjustments in place for the 
2021 Auburn Little League baseball and fastpitch season. 

 
 
 


